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Biolinks Alliance  
Chair’s Report, Sept 2017 

Part 2:  Overview of the year 

My past reports have covered the various achievements, progress and issues over what has 
been a very busy, and I believe, progressive year for BA. By way of an overview some of the 
highlights include: 

• In November 2016 we announced success with the HMST Fundraising grant 
which was an important breakthrough moment and a tangible endorsement of 
our vision; 

• Into the New Year we advertised for the inaugural Fundraiser Director position 
under the HMST grant and by March 2017 we began interviewing applicants. We 
subsequently appointed Linda Parlane to the role. Linda  brings extensive 
experience from the conservation sector and she has been making steady 
progress towards a series of planned Major Donor events later in the year;   

• Thanks to persistent effort from Peter Mitchell in particular we managed to 
achieve DGR status sooner than expected and we have already started receiving 
significant donations;  

• In line with our advocacy role, we also made submissions to various government 
inquiries, including the Victorian Biodiversity Strategy and the VEAC Central 
West Investigation; 

• In May this year we hosted a very successful “Linking Landscapes” Symposium at 
the Capital Theatre in Bendigo. Around 120 people attended and the presentations 
were very well received. We were greatly encouraged that this model of bringing 
scientists and other experts together with the practitioners really “hit the mark” 
and is a great illustration of the roll we can continue to develop in the future; 

• We are continuing to press the State Government to support our new model of 
community-driven conservation. This included our first face-to-face meeting with 
the Victorian Environment Minister Lily D'Ambrosio;   

• Sophie Bickford also organised a very positive meeting with Lisa Chesters (Federal 
MP for Bendigo) and Tony Burke (Manager of Opposition Business and Shadow 
Minister for the Arts, for Environment and Water, and for Citizenship and 
Multicultural Australia) which included how BA might contribute to the National 
Wildlife Corridors plan;  

• In June 2017 we were part of a unique gathering of leading Australian and New 
Zealand Landscape-scale Conservation groups here in Kyneton. One of the 
outcomes was the “Kyneton Declaration” outlining a best practice “value 
proposition” for Landscape-scale conservation that will be very useful for BA;  
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• We have greatly benefited from the contributions from all board members 
throughout the year include our newest members: Simon Cammell and James 
Nelsson. We will continue to build the board with an on-going skills-based 
approach to recruitment; and    

• While many people continue to make important contributions to BA, I would 
particularly like to highlight the extraordinary contributions from Executive 
Director Sophie Bickford and Secretary Peter Mitchell – Thanks so much for all 
that you do to help make the BA vision a reality;   

 

I’m greatly looking forward to working together with you all during 2017 and beyond!  

 

 

Paul Foreman 

Chair / Biolinks Alliance 
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